
Student-Initiated Tutoring Session 
 

Is student requesting general help, or help on a specific assignment? 

General:  Help student by reviewing current 
assignment, past assignments, or appropriate 
parts of the textbook.   
• Tell student to bring in next assignment for 
additional help.    

·If recurrent problem noted, set goals and 
methods with student for improvement, and 
have them check their progress with you or 
the instructor. 

Specific:  Does student have copy of assignment? 

No, and the student doesn’t know 
what the instructor expects:   
•  Send student back to get more 
information about assignment. 

Yes, or the student knows what instructor expects:   
•  Has student worked on assignment? 

No:  Discuss assignment with student; identify 
difficulties and clarify what needs to be done.   
• Once student understands assignment, tell student 
to work on it and then come back for help.  
• If the assignment unclear to you, tell the student 
to go back to instructor for clarification. 

Yes:  Using student’s 
assignment, help student in 
area(s) mentioned. 
•  If you notice other trouble 
spots, you may also work on 
those, time permitting. 

No:  Look at student’s work. 
• Identify one or two areas in 
which student needs the 
most help and work on 
those. 
• Keep the course and 
assignment in mind. 

Yes:  Does student know 
what area(s) she or he 
specifically needs help with? 


